L. Garry Adams, BS, DVM of Texas A&M wins 2012
AVMA Lifetime Excellence

(SAN DIEGO, Calif.) August 7, 2012— L. Garry Adams, BS, DVM of Texas A&M. has received
the American Veterinary Medical Association’s (AVMA) 2012 AVMA Lifetime Excellence
award.

The AVMA today honored some of the nation’s top veterinarians during an awards
ceremony at the association’s Annual Convention in San Diego, Calif. Each recipient has
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of both animals and people around the country and
the globe. These individuals represent the very best in all areas of veterinary medicine,
from education and public service to research and private practice.

The 2012 AVMA Lifetime Excellence award recognizes a veterinary researcher on
the basis of lifetime achievement in basic, applied, or clinical research.

Dr. Adams’ research experience began 44 years ago in the Department of Veterinary
Pathobiology at Texas A&M University (TAMU) when he led the Rockefeller Foundation
and USAID sponsored research teams in Colombia, South America, developing diagnostic
assays and vaccines for anaplasmosis, babesiosis and trypanosomiasis. He then returned to
TAMU and taught pathology in the professional and graduate programs and continued his
infectious disease research, ultimately leading the research and graduate programs as
associate dean for research in the College of Veterinary Medicine.

The research results developed by his teams have been actively implemented to
improve the scientific basis of the two largest U.S. animal health regulatory programs,
brucellosis and tuberculosis. He has been very active in leading the development and
implementation of biodefense and emerging disease research initiatives. He served on the
National Academy of Sciences’ Standing Committee for the Department of Defense
Transformational Medical Technologies. He was the scientific leader for the Biological
Systems Division of the Department of Homeland Security, National Center for Foreign
Animal Disease and Zoonotic Disease Defense, served on the AVMA Council on Research, is
a commissioner on the Texas Forensic Science Commission, and currently serves on the
AVMA Council on Education.



Dr. Adams’ research is focused on the host-pathogen interface, genetic basis of
natural disease resistance, molecular pathogenesis of intracellular bacterial pathogens and
the development of vaccines and diagnostic tests against zoonotic diseases. He has
authored or co-authored more than 235 original scientific publications in refereed journals,
chaired or co-chaired 54 doctor of philosophy graduate students’ advisory committees and
served as member on 78 graduate student advisory committees. His laboratory has
ongoing research on salmonellosis, brucellosis, Johne’s Disease, Rift Valley Fever and
African Swine Fever.

For more information, please visit www.avma.org.

The AVMA, founded in 1863, is one of the oldest and largest veterinary medical
organizations in the world, with more than 82,500 member veterinarians worldwide
engaged in a wide variety of professional activities.
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